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Oct. 23, 2020 
 
Dear Columbia Heights Public Schools Students, Families and Staff,  
 
Since last March, we have all learned more about the COVID-19 pandemic, and we have all been affected to varying 
degrees by the virus. We understand that there is no perfect solution when it comes to school learning models during 
this difficult time. We appreciate that so many of you participated in a recent survey to give your input and feedback on 
the learning model.  
 
During the first quarter of the 2020-21 school year, we have been in Phase 2: Modified Hybrid. That means most of our 
learners were in “Heights from Home” while small groups of students with identified needs have been on campus about 
once a week for in person support. I am so proud of the persistence and resilience our students, staff and families have 
demonstrated. We know that it is crucial for students with unique needs to receive extra support. Our data shows that 
overwhelmingly, families prefer Heights from Home or Modified Hybrid, and many students are thriving in the current 
learning model. We also know that there are students who are struggling. Survey data and other information about the 
learning model will be presented at the Oct. 27 School Board meeting which you can view via livestream at 
colheights.k12.mn.us/SBWatch. 
 
In addition to collecting survey information, we also monitor daily local COVID-19 case rates, and we confer with the 
MN Department of Education and the MN Department of Health. In reviewing the increasing case rate and your 
feedback, Columbia Heights Public Schools will remain in Phase 2: Modified Hybrid for Quarter 2 (Nov. 16-Jan. 28). We 
are committed to addressing concerns that were raised through the survey feedback, including finding new ways to 
provide additional support to students in need.  
 
In the Modified Hybrid phase, students are receiving a full instructional day. Each day students receive live Zoom lessons, 
academic and social emotional support and an opportunity to build relationships with other students. Instruction is 
aligned with grade level standards and outcomes.  
 
We miss seeing all of the students at school every day, we miss hosting family events at school, and we look forward to 
the day we can all be together once again.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Zena Stenvik 
Superintendent 

https://www.colheights.k12.mn.us/Page/3594

