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OUR MISSION
Columbia Heights Public Schools 
create worlds of opportunity 
for every learner in partnership 
with supportive small-town 
communities by challenging all to 
discover their talents, to unleash 
their potential and to develop 
tools for lifelong success.
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Early 
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and more!



What is ECFE? Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) is a program of the Columbia Heights Public School District for 
parents and their children. Recognizing that parents are their child’s first and most important teachers, ECFE provides a place for 
parents and children to play and learn together. Weekly parent-child classes to help parents and children grow together through 
parent interaction, guided-play, learning experiences and parent discussion. 

Who can attend ECFE Classes? All families with children birth to 5 years old are welcome to attend classes. Families may 
join classes during the year, as space permits. Children must be the appropriate age by their birthdate for all classes on or before 
September 1, 2016. No exceptions will be made.

What can I expect from an ECFE class? A typical ECFE class offers a variety of activities:

For Parents and Children | The first half hour of each class is devoted to activities planned by a licensed early 
childhood educator. This is a time for parents and children to explore a variety of learning activities together. It is also an 
opportunity to learn new songs, games and activities to do together at home.

For Children | Under the guidance of a licensed early childhood educator and assistant, children enjoy art, puzzles, 
movement, songs, games and stories. The goal of the children’s program is to develop a positive self-concept and joy for 
learning.

For Parents | While the children take part in their program, a licensed parent educator leads a parent discussion group. 
Parent discussions focus on the interests of each group related to the joys and challenges of parenting, child development 
and guidance.

Where are classes held? ECFE classes are held at the Columbia Heights Public Schools Family Center (FC),  
1460 49th Ave. NE, Columbia Heights. 

Program Sliding Fee Scale: The fees listed are per semester and are income-based. Payment for the full semester is due at 
time of registration. Fees help support ECFE programs, however, no one is turned away for inability to pay. Scholarship applications 
are available at the Community Education office.

You are invited to join the Early Childhood Parent 
Advisory Council (PAC). The PAC is comprised of 
parents involved in Early Childhood programs and is 
a great opportunity to:

•	 Develop	your	leadership	skills.

•	 Have	your	voice	heard	regarding	
 Early Childhood programming.

•	 Help	decide	special	funding	opportunities	
 for classroom materials and activities.

•	 Get	to	know	other	parents!

PAC meetings are typically held once per month and 
include free childcare. If you are interested in joining, 
call 763-528-4423. 

Parent Advisory Council

Early Childhood Family Education
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Ones and Twos (12 to 35 months as of Sept. 1, 2016)
Children are sure to enjoy this class rich in play and exploration. With time for art, dramatic play, circle time and more, this class 
provides many activities to stimulate intellectual, emotional, social and physical development. Parents will meet with a parent educator 
to discuss child development and guidance. It is also a time to share ideas about enjoying life with a one- or two-year-old.

Wednesdays Sept. 14, 2016-May 24, 2017 9:30-11 a.m. FC Room 104

Cost $12 (0-$18,999) $33 ($19,000-29,999)  $53 ($30,000-49,999) $74 ($50,000+)
Each additional child fee will be half of first child fee.
 
Grow with me (Birth to 5 years as of Sept. 1, 2016)
Parents and children spend the first half-hour of this mixed-age class creating artwork, having a circle time of songs and stories, and 
learning through play. Parents meet in a parent education room while the children continue to learn and play with an early childhood 
educator. Parent discussion includes ways to support child development, making friends, setting limits and support for parents.

Fridays Sept. 16, 2016-May 26, 2017 9:30-11 a.m. FC Room 104

Cost $12 (0-$18,999) $33 ($19,000-29,999)  $53 ($30,000-49,999) $74 ($50,000+)
Each additional child fee will be half of first child fee.

In Partnership with the Columbia Heights Public Library

Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) 

Join us for one of our collaborations with the Columbia Heights Public Library! 
Story time includes stories, songs, puppets, rhymes and other activities for parents and children. A parent educator will be available to 
talk to parents and caregivers about child development, parenting and Early Childhood opportunities available in Columbia Heights. 
There is no cost to attend these classes. Pre-registration is preferred, but drop-ins are welcome. 
 
Baby Read, Baby Grow (Birth to 18 months)
This story time geared toward babies includes a “Welcome Baby Bag” for each new family.

Thursdays Sept. 15-Nov. 17, 2016 10:30-11 a.m. CH Library

Thursdays Jan. 12-Feb. 23, 2017 10:30-11 a.m. CH Library

Thursdays March 9-April 27, 2017 10:30-11 a.m. CH Library

 
Toddler Story Time (18 to 35 months)
Mondays Sept. 12-Nov. 14, 2016 10:30-11 a.m. CH Library

Mondays Jan. 9-Feb. 20, 2017 10:30-11 a.m. CH Library

Mondays March 6-April 24, 2017 10:30-11 a.m. CH Library

 
Preschool Story Time (3 to 5 years)
Tuesdays Sept. 13-Nov. 16, 2016 10:30-11 a.m. CH Library

Tuesdays Jan. 10-Feb. 21, 2017 10:30-11 a.m. CH Library

Tuesdays March 7-April 25, 2017 10:30-11 a.m. CH Library
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Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) for English Learners

ECFE for English Learners (Birth to 5 years as of Sept. 1, 2016)
This English-immersion ECFE class will teach parents and children basic English. Parents and children 
spend the first half-hour of class creating artwork, having a circle time of songs and stories and learning 
through play. Parents meet in a parent education room to work on English-learning based on early 
childhood topics. Transportation is provided for Columbia Heights residents.

Wednesdays Sept. 14, 2016-May 24, 2017 11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m. FC Room 104

Cost $14 (0-$18,999) $37 ($19,000-29,999)  $55 ($30,000-49,999) $75 ($50,000+)
Each additional child fee will be half of first child fee.
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In Minnesota, all children are required to have a health and developmental screening before entering kindergarten in a public school. 
Screening should be completed when a child turns three years old and is recommended between the ages of three and four. Each child’s 
development, health, vision* and hearing will be assessed and the results will be reviewed with the parents or guardians. Suggestions or 
referrals for follow-up will be made when appropriate. 

Early Childhood Screening is free and are held at the Family Center. To schedule a screening, call 763-528-4517. 
 
Early Childhood Screening will be held the following dates:

Wednesday-Friday Aug. 17-19, 2016 Thursday-Friday Sept. 8-9, 2016 Thursday-Friday Sept. 22-23, 2016

Thursday-Friday Oct. 6-7, 2016 Thursday-Friday Nov. 3-4, 2016 Thursday-Friday Dec. 8-9, 2016

Thursday-Friday Jan. 12-13, 2017 Thursday-Friday Feb. 2-3, 2016 Thursday-Friday March 2-3, 2017

Early Childhood Screening

*Early childhood developmental screening helps a school district identify children who may benefit from district and community resources available to help in 
their development. Early childhood developmental screening includes a vision screening that helps detect potential eye problems, but is not a substitute for a 
comprehensive eye exam.

4

Spanish ECFE for English Learners (Birth to 5 years as of Sept. 1, 2016)
This English-immersion ECFE class will teach Spanish-speaking parents and children basic English. 
Parents and children spend the first half-hour of class creating artwork, having a circle time of songs and 
stories and learning through play. Parents meet in a parent education room to work on English-learning 
based on early childhood topics. Transportation is provided for Columbia Heights residents.

Thursdays Sept. 15, 2016-May 25, 2017 11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m. FC Room 104

Cost $14 (0-$18,999) $37 ($19,000-29,999)  $55 ($30,000-49,999) $75 ($50,000+)
Each additional child fee will be half of first child fee.



Super Saturdays
Join us for these fun Saturday morning events. Children and parents enjoy activities, music and stories together based on a theme. 
All	children	birth	through	kindergarten	are	welcome.	No	need	for	registration,	just	drop	in!	Cost	is	$5	per	family	and	will	be	
collected at the door.

Fall Festival Oct. 8, 2016 9:30-10:30 a.m. FC Room 100

Trains, Planes & Automobiles Nov. 12, 2016 9:30-10:30 a.m. FC Room 100

Dynamic Dinosaurs Dec. 10, 2016 9:30-10:30 a.m. FC Room 100

Open Big Muscle Time Jan. 14, 2017 9:30-10:30 a.m. FC Room 100

Construction Zone Feb. 11, 2017 9:30-10:30 a.m. FC Room 100

Open Big Muscle March 4, 2017 9:30-10:30 a.m. FC Room 100

Fun With Art April 8, 2017 9:30-10:30 a.m. FC Room 100

Spring Has Sprung May 13, 2017 9:30-10:30 a.m. FC Room 100

The Family Center Presents!
Join us for evening events, free and open to the public. Call 763-528-4517 if childcare or interpreting is needed.
Grandparents & Kids Thursday, Oct. 27, 2016 6:30-7:30 p.m. FC Room 100

Dads Read Daily Thursday, Jan. 19, 2017 6:30-7:30 p.m. FC Room 100

Community Baby Shower Thursday, March 23, 2017 6:30-7:30 p.m. FC Room 100

Early Childhood Indoor Picnic and Silent Auction Thursday, April 29, 2017 5:30-7:30 p.m. FC Building

Family Events

Lending Library
New	games,	activity	backpacks,	books	and	more	(in	Spanish,	too)!	Over	100	toys	and	activities	are	just	waiting	to	be	played	with.	
Learning materials on child development, parenting issues and family relationships are available to parents. The Lending Library is free 
and open 8 a.m.-4 p.m. weekdays. 
 
Welcome Baby Home Visits 
The Columbia Heights Public Schools Early Childhood Program offers free home visits 
to all parents after the birth or adoption of a new child. During home visits, a licensed 
parent educator will:
 
•	Share information about programs offered by the District.
•	Answer	any	questions	parents	may	have	about	the	new	baby.
•	Bring	a	“welcome-baby”	bag	for	the	family,	and	more!
 
To schedule a home visit, call 763-528-4423.

Community Baby Shower (Birth through 12 months)
For	parents	of	children	birth	to	12	months,	or	are	a	parent-to-be,	enjoy	a	free	event	at	the	CHPS	Family	Center!	Community	resources,	
a circle time led by an Early Childhood/Parent Educator and free Baby Bags will be offered. If sibling care or interpreting is needed, call 
763-528-4517.

Thursday, March 23, 2017 6:30-7:30 p.m. FC Room 100

Also at the Family Center
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Registration Information
How to Pay for Classes
•	First month’s tuition due at time of registration (Pre-K).
•	First semester’s tuition due at time of registration (ECFE).
•		Payments	may	be	made	with	cash,	check	or	Visa/MasterCard
•		Make	checks	payable	to	“CHPS	Community	Education”

Fees
ECFE fees are on a sliding scale based on gross annual income. 
Pre-K fees are a set monthly fee. Monthly tuition balance must be 
paid up-to-date for the student to remain in class. Fee assistance 
applications are also available for Columbia Heights Public School 
District residents. Please contact the Community Education office 
for more information.

Confirmation
No confirmation will be mailed. Registrants will be notified only if a 
class is cancelled or filled. Those unsure of their registration should 
call to confirm.

Mail or Drop Off
Community Education, Columbia Heights Public Schools 
1440 49th Ave. NE, Columbia Heights, MN 55421

Online
To register or pay online, visit www.colheights.k12.mn.us/ec

Fax
To	register	by	fax,	pay	with	Visa	or	MasterCard.	
Fax your registration to 763-571-4603.

Office Hours
The Community Education office is open 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Offices will be closed on the following dates:

 

Refund Policy
Registrants will receive a tuition refund if a class is full or 
cancelled, or if a class is dropped seven days prior to the first day 
of class. The ECFE manager reserves the right to cancel classes 
with low attendance.

Class Eligibility by Birthdate
Children must be the appropriate age for all classes on or before 
September 1, 2016. No exceptions will be made. 

Questions?
For more information, contacts the Community Education office at 
763-528-4517 or the Early Childhood Manager at 763-528-4423.

If your check is returned it may be represented electronically. 
You authorize service charges and processing fees, as permitted 

by state law, to be debited from the same account, by paper draft or electronically, at our option. The use of a check for 
payment is your acknowledgement and acceptance of this policy and its terms. www.payteksolutions.com • 1-800-641-9988

When paying by check

Jan. 2, 2017 
Feb. 20, 2017 
April 14, 2017 
May 29, 2017

July 4, 2016 
Sept. 5, 2016 
Oct. 21, 2016 
Nov. 24-25, 2016 
Dec. 23, 26, & 30, 2016
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Early Childhood Programs Registration Form (Not for Mini Adventures) 

Columbia	Heights	Public	Schools	•	1440	49th	Ave.	NE	•	Columbia	Heights,	MN	55421	•	(763)	528-4517

Child’s Name: ___________________________________________________ Male/Female  Birthdate: __________________  

Guardian	Name(s):	_________________________________________________	Relationship	to	Child: _________________  

Phone: ___________________ Home Language: __________________________ Interpreter Needed? Yes/No 

Annual Household Income: __________________ EC Screening date: ________ E-mail:  _____________________________

Address: _____________________________________________ City/State: _________________________ Zip:  _________  

Class Title: ___________________________________________ Location: ___________________________Fee: _________

Circle One: Fall Semester Only   Spring Semester Only   Full Year  

 

Payment with (Circle One):  Cash    Check    Payment Date: ________________ UCARE MN Membership #: _____________   

MasterCard			Visa				Credit	Card	#:	___________________________________________________	Exp.	Date:	_______ 
 
Signature: __________________________________________________________

For office use:    Registration Date:_______________ Start Date:______________



This	Four-Star	Parent	Aware	program	prepares	children	for	lifelong	success!	Pre-K	3	curriculum	is	aligned	
with Pre-K 4 and Minnesota Early Learning Standards. Classes are taught by licensed, early childhood 
education teachers and administered by Columbia Heights Public Schools Community Education. 
Students enrolled in Pre-K 3 must go through Early Childhood Screening within 90 days of entering 
Pre-K. Transportation is not available for 3-year-old programming

Day Time  Location

Monday and Wednesday 8:15-10:45 a.m.  FC Room 112

Monday and Wednesday 11:15 a.m.-1:45 p.m.  FC Room 112

Tuesday and Thursday 8:15-10:45 a.m.   FC Room 112

Tuesday and Thursday 11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m.  FC Room 112

Mini Adventures is open 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays, year-round, at the 
Columbia Heights Family Center. 

In Mini Advenures, children will participate in a variety of activities!

•	literacy											 •	arts	&	crafts	 •	guided	circle	time										
•	field	trips		 •	music														 •	games	
•	movement		 •	pre-math		 •	dramatic	play	and	more!

Mini Adventures is a Four-Star Parent Aware rated program.
Participants may qualify for Pathways I scholarships.

For more information, or to register, call 763-528-4517 
or visit www.colheights.k12.mn.us/mini.

This	Four-Star	Parent	Aware	program	prepares	children	for	success	in	school!	Classes	are	taught	by	licensed,	early	childhood	education	
teachers and administered by Columbia Heights Public Schools Community Education. Pre-K 4 curriculum is aligned with the 
Kindergarten curriculum and Minnesota Early Learning Standards. Bussing is provided for Pre-K 4 families in the Columbia Heights 
Public School District boundaries. Students enrolled in Pre-K 4 must go through Early Childhood Screening within 90 days of entering 
Pre-K.	Pre-K	4	classes	are	located	at	Highland,	North	Park	and	Valley	View	Elementary	Schools.

Pre-K 3-Year-Old Classes (3 years by Sept. 1, 2016)

Mini Adventures Preschool Child Care (33 months to 5 years) 

Pre-K 4s Classes (4 years by Sept. 1, 2016)

The fee for this program is $90/month. First month’s 
tuition due at time of registration.
Sliding Fee Scholarships are available for qualifying Columbia 
Heights Public School District families.

Weekly Program Fees (per child):
5 Days ................................................ $220

4 Days ................................................ $186

3 Days ........................................... $145.50

2 Days ........................................... $102.50

1 Day .............................................. $52.50
Prices as of Sept. 6, 2016.

The fee for this program is $110/month. First 
month’s tuition due at time of registration.
Sliding Fee Scholarships are available for qualifying 
Columbia Heights Public School District families.

Mornings
7:55-10:25 a.m. 

Monday through Friday
 

Afternoons 
11:45 a.m.-2:15 p.m. 

Monday through Friday
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