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AVID prepares students for four-year college eligibility.

Students are capable of successfully 
completing college-prep curriculum with support, 

accountability and encouragement.

OUR MISSION
Columbia Heights Public Schools create 
worlds of opportunity for every learner in 
partnership with supportive small-town 
communities by challenging all to discover 
their talents, unleash their potential and 
develop tools for lifelong success.

AVID has helped me grow as a student by...

“Helping me build study skills.”

“Helping me become a person I can be proud of.”

“Helping me problem solve.”

Columbia Heights Public Schools offers AVID for elementary, 
middle and high school students with over 200 students 
currently enrolled at Columbia Academy and Columbia 
Heights High School.

AVID Family Nights are held throughout the year to connect 
parents with staff and college resources and keep families 
informed on how they can support their student’s academic 
progress.

AVID students are leaders in school, athletics, student 
organizations and other extra-curricular activities.

AVID Secondary



EMPOWERING STUDENTS • ACHIEVING DREAMS
Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) is part of 
the school-wide commitment to college-readiness at 
Columbia Academy and Columbia Heights High School.

AVID is a system that directly teaches students 
strategies to engage in high levels of thinking. AVID’s mission 
is to close the achievement gap and to prepare all students 
for success in a global society.

AVID is both an elective class and a schoolwide approach to 
learning. All students learn and use AVID writing, inquiry, 
collaboration, organization and reading skills. The strategies 
help all students become stronger academically and prepare 
them for college.

In the elective class, students meet during the school day to 
work on college-readiness standards in grades 8-12. AVID 
elective students receive targeted support in their honors/
advanced courses in a small-group setting with college tutors.

The AVID elective class is for...
• Students in grades 8-12 earning A, B and C grades
• Responsible students determined to succeed
• Students who may be the first in their family to go  
  to college

The AVID elective class includes:
• Academic support for advanced classes
• Intentional organization skills
• Tutorial sessions led by college tutors
• Team building activities
• Expert guest speakers
• Field trips to explore college and career options

AVID Students Say...

“I’ve become a stronger person because I’m in AVID.”

“I have great tutors to help me.”

“I’m learning to plan dates and times to get my work done.”

“Now I understand why our teachers are so hard on us. 
They want us to succeed.”

The first group of Columbia Heights AVID seniors 
graduated in June 2012.

in scholarhips.$500,000
Those 18 graduates earned nearly

of AVID seniors were accepted to at least 
one college or university. 100%


