
COLUMBIA HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Independent School District 13 

Columbia Heights, Minnesota 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Resolution Calling for Legislation for Increased School 

Safety and Reducing Violence in Schools 

 

Member _____ introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, school violence has become an epidemic in the United States of America and, 

WHEREAS, since the 2013 tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary School up to the 2018 Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School tragedy, there have been an estimated 63 school shootings in the United States 
with approximately 35 children and six adults killed and 104 children and adults injured, and 
 
WHEREAS, many of these lives could have been saved, and more in the future, with common-sense 
laws that prevent gun violence, without taking away the Second Amendment rights of responsible gun 
owners, and 

WHEREAS, this School Board believes gun violence is a clear and present danger to the more than 
3,300 students, and 400 educators and support staff of Columbia Heights Public Schools and, 

WHEREAS, these students and staff have the right to attend school and work without fear of death or 
injury, and their families have the right to send them to school and work without the same fears and, 
 
WHEREAS, repeated non-partisan studies show the majority of the American public wants stricter gun 
control laws, yet state and Federal elected officials have yet to pass and sign into law meaningful 
legislation, and, 

WHEREAS, there is a mutual responsibility of all citizens to address this problem, and the responsibility 
for preventing violent actions cannot be relegated to schools alone, but that bipartisan legislative action at 
the state and federal levels is absolutely needed now, and 

WHEREAS, this School Board believes that Minnesota state and federal bipartisan elected officials must 
be the national leaders in innovative, meaningful and fair laws to confront gun violence, and   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Columbia Heights Public School Board implores the 
President of the United States, the Governor of the State of Minnesota, the United States Congress and 
the Minnesota General Assembly to prioritize the protection of students and school employees by 

enacting immediate legislation with adequate funding for the following: 

 Increased access to school safety measures, including but not limited to, stronger school safety 
infrastructure and related security measures designed to protect students and staff from an active 
shooter on school grounds, 

 



 Training for school employees and enhanced coordination with law enforcement agencies and 
first responders to ensure appropriate responses to incidents of violence in schools, 

 
 Safety programs in our schools that do not include arming educators or staff, 

 
 Programs and school staffing (i.e., counselors, social workers, psychologists) who support 

student mental health, social and emotional learning and anti-bullying, 

 
 Identifying and assisting students at risk of becoming violent. 

 
We, the Columbia Heights Public School Board, resolve that our state and Federal elected officials must 
pass effective gun violence prevention legislation during the 2018 sessions, and that Governor Dayton 
and President Trump must sign such legislation into law to take effect immediately. 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Board Member ____ and, 

upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:   

 

And the following voted against the same:  

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

  

_______________________________________             ____________________________________ 

John Larkin                                                                     Kathy L. Kelly 
School Board Chair                                                          Superintendent of Schools 
 


