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Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten Program

Program Requirements

Provide instruction through play-based learning to foster children’s social and emotional 
development, cognitive development, physical and motor development, and language and 
literacy skills, including the native language and literacy skills of English learners, to the extent 
practicable;

Measure each child’s cognitive and social skills using a formative measure aligned to the 
state’s early learning standards when the child enters and again before the child leaves the 
program, screening and progress monitoring measures, and others from the state-approved 
menu of kindergarten entry profile measures;

Provide comprehensive program content including the implementation of curriculum, 
assessment, and instructional strategies aligned with the state early learning standards, and 
kindergarten through grade 3 academic standards:

Provide instructional content and activities that are of sufficient length and intensity to 
address learning needs including offering a program with at least 350 hours of instruction per 
school year for a pre-kindergarten student;

Provide voluntary pre-K instructional staff salaries comparable to the salaries of local 
kindergarten through grade 12 instructional staff;



Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten Program

Program Requirements (continued)

Coordinate appropriate kindergarten transition with families, community-based 
prekindergarten programs, and school district kindergarten programs; 

Involve parents in program planning and transition planning by implementing parent 
engagement strategies that include culturally and linguistically responsive activities in pre-k 
through third grade that are aligned with early childhood family education under section 
124D.13; 

Coordinate with relevant community-based services, including health and social service 
agencies, to ensure children have access to comprehensive services;

Coordinate with all relevant school district programs and services including early childhood 
special education and those that serve English language learners and students experiencing 
homelessness;

Ensure staff-to-child ratios of one-to-ten and a maximum group size of 20 children;



Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten Program

Program Requirements

Provide high-quality coordinated professional development, training, and coaching for both 
school district and community-based early learning providers that is informed by a measure 
of adult-child interactions and enables teachers to be highly knowledgeable in early childhood 
curriculum content, assessment, native and English language development programs and 
instruction; and

Implement strategies that support the alignment of professional development, instruction, 
assessments, and pre-k through grade 3 curricula.

A voluntary pre-K program must have teachers knowledgeable in early childhood curriculum 
content, assessment, native and English language programs and instruction.

Districts and charter schools must include their strategy for implementing and measuring the 
impact of their voluntary pre-K program under section 120B.11 and provide results in their 
World's Best Workforce annual summary to the commissioner of education.



CHPS Pre-K Program

Location 2016-2017 Vol
PreK

2016-2017 PreK

Highland Two classrooms -80 students
*½ day programs 
(2.5hrs/class day)
*½ day programs 
(2.5hrs/class day)

One classroom -40 students
½ day programs (2.5hrs/class 
day)

North Park One classroom -40 students
½ day programs (2.5hrs/class 
day)

One classroom -40 students
½ day programs (2.5hrs/class 
day)

Valley View Two classrooms -60 students
*½ day program (2.5hrs/class 
day)
*full day program (same 
hours as elementary school)

One classroom -40 students
½ day programs (2.5hrs/class 
day)

Total number of students 
served in PreK 4

180 students with Voluntary 
Pre-Kindergarten 

120 students without 
Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten



Fee Differences

With Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten Current PreK 4 fees

Free $110/month (approximately $5.50/day)


