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MSHSL

The oversight of the Minnesota State High School League is the state 

Legislators  

“allows participation for all students regardless of their gender identity or 

expression in an environment free from discrimination with an equal 

opportunity for participation in athletics and fine arts.”



TITLE IX

Title IX of the education amendments of 1972

Prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in education programs and 

activities that receive Federal financial assistance from the U.S. 

Department of Ed.

Applies to interscholastic, intercollegiate, club and intramural athletic 

programs 



TITLE IX CONT.

Tile IX purposes, the term “schools refers to”….recipients of federal financial 

assistance that operate educational programs or activities”. 

Minnesota schools that receive state and federal financial assistance must 

follow state and federal laws, rules and regulations as applicable.



MSHSL

State and Federal laws, rules and regulations guide athletic participation for 

all students in Minnesota schools

Participation in athletic and fine arts programs by students in member 

schools of the MSHSL is guided by the Minnesota school’s annual  

Resolution for Membership 

The transgender eligibility process is effective 2015-2016 school year. 



WHAT ACTION WAS ESTABLISHED? 

MSHSL created an eligibility process for transgender students that aligns 

within Federal law to ensure there is zero discrimination against any child.

We are the 34th state to adopt a transgender eligibility process and it is 

highly protected by the office of civil rights (OCR).



WHAT IS IT?

It outlines the appeal and eligibility process for a student who desires to be 

identified as transgender within their school’s activities.



THE ELIGIBILITY PROCESS

1. The student and guardian must produce the following to the school:

 In writing explain the student’s consistent gender identity that differs 

from their birth-declared gender;

 Several statements from different individuals that affirm the student’s 

gender identity;

 A written statement from a health-care professional that verifies the 

student’s sincerely held gender-identity.



THE ELIGIBILITY PROCESS

2. The school then passes the outlined appeal information onto the MSHSL 

Executive Director. 

3. MSHSL passes on the appeal information to a federal judge, who makes a 

final ruling approx. 10 days from MSHSL appeal submission.

For the actual electronic MSHSL Transgender eligibility process go to: 

http://www.mshsl.org/mshsl/ParticipationInMSHSLActivities12_4_14.pdf

http://www.mshsl.org/mshsl/ParticipationInMSHSLActivities12_4_14.pdf


QUESTIONS….


